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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to compare the effect of perceptual-motor
activities on the academic performance of female students in the first and
sixth grades. The students of each grade (50 students in the first grade and 50
students in the sixth grade) were assessed at their perceptual-motor function,
cognitive function and academic progress in math and Persian literature.
Based on the results obtained, the students of each grade were divided into
two groups: experimental and control. The experimental groups participated
in selected perceptual-motor activities for 8 weeks, 3 sessions per week and
45 to 60 minutes each session. After this period, students in both groups
were reevaluated by assessing their academic performance. t test for gain
score was used to analyze data. The results showed that unlike the sixth
grade students, the effect of perceptual-motor activities on academic
performance of first grade students was significant. Based on these results,
children’s academic progress is differently influenced by perceptual-motor
activities in preoperational stage compared with the concrete operational
stage.

Keywords
Academic performance, concrete operational stage, perceptual-motor
activities, preoperational stage.
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